Cooperative Learning Lesson Plan
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Subject(s): English III American Literature
Topic or Unit of Study (Title):  Realism and Regionalism
Grade Level: 11
Materials: English III American Literature Glencoe textbook; The Story of an Hour by Kate Chopin short story in the textbook

Summary (and Rationale):  Students will follow the Academic Controversy Model to discuss and debate the strengths and weaknesses of the main character, Mrs. Mallard.  Identifying particular descriptions of Mrs. Mallard’s character within the story enhances the students’ close reading skills and abilities to identify a key passage, analyze it, and make broader connections from it to form a viewpoint or potential thesis.  By making this an Academic Controversy lesson, students utilize skills on establishing multiple perspectives within a text, as well as possible argumentative or persuasive skills by supporting their viewpoint.
I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): [5 min] Review the plot, storyline, characters, setting, and tone with the class and check for comprehension.  This review will ensure the class’s full understanding of the story so that further progress can be made beyond just basic comprehension and onto more advanced, abstract, and analytical thinking about The Story of an Hour.
II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 
	Objectives
	Assessments

	Given Kate Chopin’s short story, “Story of an Hour,” students will split into two groups to find at least four instances of textual support for the argument of whether the protagonist died from grief or shock of her husband’s supposed death.


	Both groups’ activity will be monitored and assess the validity of their argument and support for their argument.  A successful discussion and display of full knowledge of the content and topic should be reached by 80% of the class.




III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):  [5 minutes] I will present the class with a controversial issue about the short story ,The Story of an Hour by Kate Chopin.  For this activity, the topic will be whether or not the main character, Mrs. Mallard, was actually in love with her husband, and if she died from grief at the thought of his death, or frustrated shock that he was still living.  Students will then be randomly placed into one of the two opposing sides to the issue, resulting in two groups for each side for a total of four small groups.  Four groups will be used so that all students must participate, rather than letting some people get by with not contributing to their group.
IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): [15-18 minutes] In their small groups, students will utilize close reading skills to identify particular descriptions of Mrs. Mallard’s relationship with her husband, despite the fact that her husband really has no active role in the story, besides the news of his supposed death.  These close reading passages should support their side of the viewpoint and eventually build a valid, appropriate argument that could potentially turn into a working thesis, as well.  In groups, each student will be assigned a group role.  Based on students’ individual preferences, they will either be a leader, a recorder, a speaker, or a time keeper.  These will not be assigned to each individual person unless absolutely necessary to instill choice in an otherwise assigned activity.

Once the students collect their textual support and evidence from the story, all four groups will come together and synthesize their viewpoints.  While sharing their evidence and support, other groups are able to agree or disagree with their claims, but only with thought-out, valid counter-arguments and preferably with textual evidence. 
V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): [7 minutes] Once all four groups share their discussions, the class will decide on what the majority belief is regarding Mrs. Mallard’s death and feelings for her husband.
STANDARDS:
RL 2: Determine two or more central themes in a text and how they interact and build upon each other in the story.

RL 3: Development of a story with setting, characters, and word choice.

RL 5: Analyze structure of a text created by the author and how it adds to the story.

RL 7: Analyze multiple interpretations of a piece of literature.
Plans for Individual Differences: By allowing the students to choose their role in the groups, that should serve as differentiated instruction and choice for the student based on their strengths and weaknesses as an individual.  If a student is still unwilling to fully adhere to his or her group task’s role in the group, a more one-on-one discussion can be had by myself as a teacher to ensure the student understands the material.  
