Choice Lesson Plan
Author:  Emily Perez
Date Created: April 6, 2012
Subject(s): English III American Literature
Topic or Unit of Study (Title):  American Literature; Cause and Effect applied to “Story of an Hour” by Kate Chopin
Grade Level:  11 

Materials:  Glencoe American Literature English III; “Story of an Hour” by Kate Chopin in the textbook
Summary (and Rationale):  Students will use their knowledge of the main character, Mrs. Mallard, in Kate Chopin’s short story, “Story of an Hour” and apply that to a cause and effect model.  This cause and effect model aids in reader comprehension and helps to understand character motivation within literature, and it also helps the student understand why other chains of events happen in real life, too. 

I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): [5 minutes]

The first step in teaching plot with the cause and effect model is to teach and familiarize the class with chronology and how one event leads to another. Then, after the class has a full grasp on the concept of chronology, cause and effect links will be added as an element of critical thinking which is imperative to the lesson plan.  Once this is established, a review of the plot of “Story of an Hour” will take place so that students will be able to correctly place events, emotions, motivations, and results of the characters’ thoughts and actions in a proper sequence during the activity.
II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 
	Objectives
	Assessments

	After having read and reviewed the plot of Kate Chopin’s “Story of an Hour,” students will establish the conflict of individual vs. self within the protagonist and correctly fill in 3 of 4 boxes with a cause and effect relationship as to how the protagonist thinks, acts, and responds to her husband’s supposed death.
	Students will receive full credit if they have at least 3 of 4 correct boxes/cause and effect relationships identified from the story and will rework their worksheets until they have the correct answers so that full mastery of the material is ensued.

Students will be assessed by their level and quality of participation in the class discussion about their cause and effect model worksheets. 


State the objective: [2 minutes]

Assessment: [12 minutes]
III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):  [8 minutes]

The lesson will start with an introduction of the concept of chronology and how one event leads to another, creating a cause and effect sequence.  This will further be explained that cause and effect relationships occur with not just literal events, but with feelings, emotions, and personal motives that can lead to actions and events, as well.  The cause and effect will further be explained that a cause is an action or event that results in another action or event. This is important because many readers remain confused about literature and life in general because they do not comprehend cause and effect relationships.  To relate this back to reality and the “real world” and not just the world of fiction literature, it will be explained that these confused people are the same people who can't figure out why their life is spinning out of control, why they can't hold down a job, why they are ruined financially, etc.  (This should motivate the students to fully grasp the cause and effect concept!)  Cause and effect relationships often follow an organizational structure and are especially apparent in nonfiction literature.  Such nonfiction works often include key terms such as “because,” “as a result,” “since,” “therefore,” and many others.  Fiction also includes several cause and effect relationships, but sometimes is not as blatant with key word indicators in the writing.  This is when the critical thinking skills come in.  Additionally, it is important to note that there is not always just one cause and effect relationship within a story of piece of literature.  Oftentimes there are several sequences within one plot that can be analyzed and determined by the reader through textual evidence.

Once the class has a firm understanding on the concept of cause and effect relationships, there will be a brief review of the plot of Kate Chopin’s “Story of an Hour.” During this review session of the story, I will ask the students to name several conflicts within the story that they think are apparent and why.  (For example, individual vs. nature, individual vs. self, individual vs. individual, individual vs. individual, individual vs. society, etc.)  Once the class has given ample evidence as to what conflict(s) “Story of an Hour” contains, the discussion will end and the students will be asked to choose which conflict most interests them in the story and use that for the basis of their activity.

The class will also be presented with their final, end of the unit project.  Instead of taking an exam, students will have the opportunity to choose their medium to portray their knowledge of Regionalism and Realism as learned over the course of the unit.  Options for their assessment will be a two to three page essay, a posterboard, a Prezi, a Glogster, or a video that accurately describes at least three differences in Regionalism and Realism writing.
IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): [12 minutes]

Students will work in pairs and be given a large blank sheet of paper to construct at least four boxes with arrows showing a cause and effect relationship among one conflict in the “Story of an Hour.”  The boxes must be connected with arrows to show sequence and must provide evidence from the text.  I will walk around monitoring progress and offering help to those in need.  If there is enough time left, the students will color their cause and effect posters and make them look presentable for when they present their information to the class.
V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): [10 minutes]

Students will present their cause and effect models to the class, explaining each box and arrow and how they found this to be true in the story.
VI. Independent Practice:

If there is not enough class time to finish the activity, one student of each pair can offer to take the poster home to decorate it and make it presentable for next class.  The beginning of the next class period will start with presentations of their cause and effect models.
STANDARDS:
RL 3: Development of a story with setting, characters, and word choice.
RL 5: Analyze structure of a text created by the author and how it adds to the story.

RL 7: Analyze multiple interpretations of a piece of literature
HS.TT.1.2 Use appropriate technology tools and other resources to organize information.

HS.TT.1.3 Use appropriate technology tools and other resources to design products to share information with others.
Plans for Individual Differences: 
Since students are working in pairs, they can either choose their partner or have their partner chosen by myself.  If a student struggles with writing, I would pair them with an exceptional writer in the class.  If a student is terrified of speaking in front of the class, I would pair them with an outgoing speaker to present their poster.  If a student is not as strong in reading and writing but understands the material and is a good artist, I will allow them to map out the cause and effect relationships through drawings while the other partner writes captions to describe the cause and effects on the poster.  Also, if a student is taking a considerable amount of time on this one activity, additional time to finish the assignment at home will be allowed.
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